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Course Objectives
No bilateral relationship is as complex and important as the U.S.-China relations. This course
covers the complexity of interactions between the United States and China over time. It will be
both historical and contemporary. Its thematic thrust will be more practical and policy-oriented
than theoretical. Readings, lectures, and discussion will focus on the historical evolution of the
relationship and major functional arenas of interaction between the two nations.
There are no formal prerequisites for this course other than a strong interest in China and U.S.
diplomacy, and a willingness to do the assigned readings. Students with background in China
studies, U.S. foreign policy, and international relations will be well-served.
This course has the following objectives: 1) To provide an historical context and factual basis for
understanding U.S.-China relations; 2) To explore the specific policy issues that create conflict,
or foster cooperation, between the two nations; and 3) To provide the students the opportunity to
write concise, policy-oriented analyses and present such analyses effectively.
Requirements
Two books have been ordered for this course (see texts below). Selected articles and policy
reports will be available online. Because this course involves genuine, informed participation by
all involved, it will be expected that students keep up with the readings. Students will be asked
questions (“Socratic Dialogue”) and that interaction will constitute an important part of the
“participation” consideration in the final grade. You will find it easier to participate if you read
the assigned material before class.
Texts
Robert Sutter, U.S.-Chinese Relations: Perilous Past, Pragmatic Present (New York: Rowman
& Littlefield Publishers), 2013.
Thomas Christensen, The China Challenge: Shaping the Choices of A Rising Power (Princeton:
Princeton University Press), 2015.
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In the Classroom
Most class sessions will be a combination of lecture and discussion of the topic and readings. An
occasional video may be shown.
Writing Requirements
Students will be required to write two short papers during the semester—each aimed at
developing different skills.
The first will be an 8-10 page (double-spaced) essay analyzing historical “Patterns of Interaction
in U.S.-China Relations.” It should be based on the readings for Part I of the course and should
be thematic in orientation, i.e. to identity the principal variables and patterns in the U.S.-China
relationship during the past century. Do not get bogged down in the detail of what happened
when, but rather focus on the broad factors that have shaped the relationship over time, factors
that have caused breaks in the relationship as well as those producing cooperation. The paper is
due in class at Week 7 (2/23).
The second written assignment will be an exercise in forecasting—and will be coupled with oral
presentations. It will be related to any ONE of these topics in Part II of the course (“Critical
Issues”). Based on the readings for the session you choose, you are to imagine that you are invited
to deliver a written testimony for oral presentation to the full Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations. The testimony attempts to forecast: “The United States, China, and XXX: Factors in the
Future Evolution of the Relationship.” This paper should also be in the range of 8-10 pages
(double-spaced), with an Executive Summary of 300 words, and should forecast 2-3 years into the
future how U.S.-China relations will likely transpire in the selected arena and why? A
bibliography of sources consulted should be attached. This second paper is due in class the day
of the presentations.
Critical Reading Assignment
While all students are expected to complete the reading assignments prior to each class,
beginning on 3/8 you are also asked to team with another student to lead a class discussion on a
weekly reading assignment. You will sign up for a particular topic.
Grading
Grades will be comprised of the following components:
Two policy essays (30% each)
Critical readings assignment (15%)
Oral presentations (10%)
In-class participation and attendance (15%)
Late Assignments Policy
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All assignments and exams should/must be completed by the scheduled time. If for some
substantial reason you are unable to turn in your assignment/exam in time you must/should
contact the instructor directly prior to the due date to avoid the penalty for late work.
About the Syllabus
In view of the progress of the course, the instructor may modify the course contents and schedule.
Every effort will be made to notify the class should such a deviation become necessary.
Academic Conduct
All forms of dishonesty whether by act of omission, including but not limited to, cheating,
plagiarism, and knowingly furnishing false information to the University are prohibited and may
elicit University sanctions of suspension or expulsion.
Accommodation
Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Civil Rights Restoration Act, students
at Seton Hall University who have a disability may be eligible for accommodations in this course.
Should a student require such accommodation, he or she must self-identify at the Office of
Disability Support Services (DSS), Room 67, Duffy Hall, provide documentation of said
disability, and work with DSS to develop a plan for accommodations. The contact person is Ms.
Diane Delorenzo at (973!313-6003.
COURSE SCHEDULE & READINGS




The United States and China Prior to 19491/19
Sutter, pp. 17-52
Reading Day1/26
Cold War, Rapprochement and (AblNormalization. 1949-19892/2
Sutter, pp. 53-94.








China’s Rise and the Challenges to the United States
Christensen, Chs. 1, 2, 3
2/23
Spring Break; No Classes3/1
Security and Strategic Issues3/8
Sutter, Ch. 8
Christensen, Ch. 4, pp. 230-254
Adam Segal, “The People’s Republic of Hacking,” Foreign Policy,
January 31, 2013
Economic and Environment Issues3/15
Sutter, Ch. 9
China-United States Exchange Foundation, US-China 2022: Economic
Relations in the Next 10 Years. 2013
Human Rights Issues3/22
Sutter, Ch. 11
Thomas Lum, “Human Rights in China and U.S. Policy: Issues for the
113th Congress,” June 19, 2013
Taiwan Issues3/29
Sutter, Ch. 10
Richard Bush, “The return of the Taiwan issue to U.S.-China relations,”
September 21, 2015
Global Governance4/5
Christensen, Ch. 5, pp. 254-273
Student Presentations4/12
Student Presentations4/19
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Wrap-up
Christensen, “Epilogue”
4/26
Reading Day5/3
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